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the Mediterranean. Conrad adhered to this older way of
thinking. With his endemic suspicion of Italy, he naturally
would have been glad to see the Austrian navy developed,
but only if this could be done without detriment to the
interests of the army. When, therefore, • the legislatures
drew the purse strings tight, and one was faced with the
alternative of choosing between the absolutely necessary
demands of the army, as he saw them, and the laudable
desire of creating a navy, he used all his influence in favor
of the former. With equal jealousy he opposed recruiting
for the navy at the expense of the army.22
Emperor Francis Joseph had still less understanding
for, or interest in, the navy. In his last years he did, to be
sure, visit the ship-yards and witness naval evolutions, but
he did it in a perfunctory way, merely to do his duty as a
sovereign. He would stand on the bridge by the hour,
almost never taking the marine glasses from his eyes. He
gave an appearance of following the evolutions with intelli-
gent interest. But it was remarked by those close to him
that he never asked an intelligent question on naval mat-
ters, never showed any enthusiasm for the fleet, and never
wore the naval uniform; in fact, he never even possessed
one, though he had a large and very expensive wardrobe of
military uniforms. The mighty battleship of the twentieth
•century, with its complicated mechanism of steel, steam
.and electricity, was a thing strange and new to him. He
and Bismarck belonged to the older generation who felt
at home in a general's uniform and knew what armies were
good for. Emperor William and Franz Ferdinand were of
the new age, who believed that "the future lies on the
water," Interest in naval matters was in fact one of the
common bonds which tended to draw the German Emperor
and the Austrian Heir together.23 In spite of this oppo-
sition, or lack of enthusiasm, from Conrad and the Em-
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